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The Eleventh Annual Fellows Meeting Recap 

OPENING REMARKS & “SHOOTING SCIENCE”
By Amanda M. Dettmer, PhD

The retreat began with welcoming remarks by the 
Scientific Director, Dr. Constantine Stratakis, who 
focused on “moving forward.” He emphasized the 
role of the “DIR Interactome,” a reorganization 
of the Division of Intramural Research to foster 
collaborations among intramural laboratories. He 
also highlighted the NICHD Intramural program’s 
potential for meeting the Precision Medicine 
Initiative, a new approach to medicine that takes 
into account genetic, environment, and lifestyle 
variability. Dr. Stratakis concluded with remarks 
on the NICHD DIR’s public outreach efforts 
through diversity initiatives and the Three-minute-
Talks (TmT) Competition—a nice transition into the morning keynote speaker.

Professor Graham Chedd, an acclaimed science documentary film 
producer, editor, writer, and visiting professor at the Alan Alda Center for 
Communication Science, kicked off the retreat with his talk, “Shooting 
Science.” Chedd captivated the audience with a decade-old story of his time 
working with Alan Alda, star of the hit TV show M*A*S*H. They were at an 
observatory in Chile filming the opening for an episode of Scientific American 
Frontiers (SAF) called “The Dark Side of the Universe.” In the middle of 
shooting, they had to abort the trip as Alda had developed an erupted intestine 
that required immediate—and, ultimately, life-saving—surgery.  

Chedd told the audience that this event drove Alda to his numerous 
achievements over the past decade: documentaries, films, series, books, and 
awards, all dedicated to his passion for communicating science. “All of us have 
had some personal event that put us on our current track,” Chedd said. 

For Chedd, the event was receiving the book “One, Two, Three, Infinity” by 
George Gamow at the age of 16 as an academic prize. This book, Chedd said, 
described how science was full of big ideas that kids don’t get exposed to in 
school. The book inspired Chedd to learn—and eventually communicate—
these big ideas. “I pursued a career in the nascent field of science journalism.”

(continued on page 3)

Professor Graham Chedd
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Letter from the Editor

Maybe it’s my “Type A” personality—which comes with 
a need to organize everything—but boy do I like a good 
event recap. This month, our volunteer writers have 
done a fabulous job summarizing the Eleventh Annual 
NICHD Fellows Meeting presentations. They’ve 
captured the essence of each talk in a concise review, 
perfect for those readers who missed the event or want 
a quick refresher of the day.

We also have several exciting announcements, including 
the 2015 Three-minute-Talks finalists, the Fellows Award 
for Research Excellence recipients for 2016, and this 
year’s fellow and investigator Mentors of the Year—
with nomination excerpts!  

On a personal note, thank you for the several 
congratulations on my family’s new baby girl, Eliana. 
During my pregnancy, labor, and delivery, often I thought 
about the important role the NICHD plays in ensuring 
the health and safety of society’s youngest members. 

Your Editor in Chief,
Shana R. Spindler, PhD

We welcome “Letters to the Editor” at Shana.
Spindler@gmail.com.
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The Eleventh Annual Fellows Meeting Recap 
(continued from page 1)

Chedd then described some of the most memorable experiences of his 
career. One of these was sitting down with James Watson and Francis Crick 
to talk about their research discovering the structure of DNA. Another was 
founding the show SAF, dedicated to communicating science to the public in a 
similar fashion to Scientific American magazine. Of the 20 people the SAF staff 
contacted about hosting the show, Alan Alda was the only one to respond, 
but with the stipulation that, “If it’s not going to emulate the magazine, I’m not 
going to do it. I’m a big fan of the magazine.” 

Alda further insisted on being as hands-on as possible, coming to all the shoots, 
meeting all the scientists, and talking to them himself. Alda took the reins in 
these interviews: rather than adhering to scripted conversation, he would 
be briefed ahead of time about the importance of the scientist’s work, and 
once on site, he would have long, in-depth conversations with the scientist 
to develop his own understanding of the subject. Through his getting that 
understanding, Alda knew the audience would, too.

Alda’s method of interacting on a personal level with scientists to tell their 
story really transformed how science is communicated, Chedd explained. 
He showed a beautiful example of Alda “at work” with a clip from a 2001 
episode of SAF about the Human Genome Project, featuring NIH’s own Dr. 
Francis Collins, along with Dr. Eric Lander. In this clip, Dr. Lander described 
the technology to Alda as “highly automated toothpicks” collecting bacterial 
samples for later genetic analysis. 

Chedd finished his talk with a personal story, that of his daughter, born with 
cerebral palsy, now 24 and at the Massachusetts Hospital School Foundation. 
This school is dedicated to providing services and education for children with 
all manner of disabilities. Chedd showed a clip from a documentary of the 
school that he and Alda created, depicting the highlight of the year: Prom Day. 
Chedd described the hospital as “an opportunity of a lifetime,” giving these kids 
independence, friends, and social opportunities. As the audience watched the 
video of these exuberant children, oblivious to their developmental disabilities, 
Chedd concluded, with a teary, wavering voice, “These are the people that 
your research is going to help.”

(continued on page 4)
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The Eleventh Annual Fellows Meeting Recap 
(continued from page 3)

MORNING FELLOW TALKS

THE “HANDED” FISH
By Cathy Ramos, PhD

Ninety-nine percent of the human 
population shows asymmetric 
locomotor preference that is 
independent of age, race, and gender. 
This lateralized preference is also 
described for other vertebrates and 
invertebrates. Dr. Eric Horstick from 
the Burgess laboratory began the 
morning fellow session by describing 
the first fish model of innate lateralized 
locomotor behavior—a “handed” 
fish, so to speak. Dr. Horstick takes 
advantage of the stereotyped 
zebrafish neuronal connections, the 
transparency of zebrafish larvae, 
and computational analyses to study 
primary behaviors.

Dr. Horstick was first interested in 
why asymmetric locomotor preference 
exists and how it works. He described 
a simple experiment in which he 
tracked larvae in a water bath in the 
presence or absence of light. While 
light evokes larvae movements, the 
loss of illumination induces territory 
exploration. The tracking record 
revealed that the first turn of the larva 
was in the same direction in both 
cases (light ON or OFF). These results 
strongly suggest a turn behavior bias. 

By performing a recording paradigm 

to separate “lefties” from 
“righties,” Dr. Horstick 
showed that larvae have 
an innate preference that 
does not change from day 
to day. But how does that 
bias develop?  

Dr. Horstick examined 
sensory development, 
genetics, asymmetric 
retinal sensitivity, and structural 
asymmetry. First, when he mated 
lefties with righties, the larvae did not 
show a selection for directional bias 
in the first generation—indicating the 
trait is not inherited in a Mendelian 
manner. Second, Dr. Horstick 
studied blinded larva and observed 
a progressive loss of directional bias 
without retinal input. Thus, visual 
input potentiates the bias, although 
asymmetric retinal input does not 
appear to be the driving factor. Future 
directions include studying the role 
of deep brain photoreceptors and 
examining asymmetric brain structures.

But maybe the most important 
question for Dr. Horstick, as asked by 
one of the fellows, is: “Do you plan to 
perform the same experiments in the 
southern hemisphere?”

Dr. Eric Horstick
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The Eleventh Annual Fellows Meeting Recap 
(continued from page 4)

A NEW WAY TO LOOK AT THE BRAIN
By Joanna Cross

Due to the brain’s sheer intricacy, 
understanding cognitive variations in 
neurodevelopmental disorders is a daunting 
task. Afrouz Anderson has risen to the 
challenge with a novel approach to analyze 
cognitive function associated with Autism 
Spectrum Disorder (ASD).  

ASD is characterized by problems with social 
interaction and communication skills. Its 
specific cause is unknown, but the disorder 
usually appears within the first few years of life. 
Currently, the earliest ASD detection relies on 
psychological evaluations of the child, but it is 
likely that there are changes within the brain 
much earlier.  

Two common methods to evaluate brain 
function include Functional Magnetic 
Resonance Imaging (fMRI) and Positron 
Emission Tomography (PET). Because fMRI 
and PET scans require a patient to be still for 
extended periods of time, patient movement 
during examination presents a major challenge 
in ASD research.  

Ms. Anderson is using her background in 
electrical engineering to develop a more 
convenient brain imaging method using 
functional near-infrared spectroscopy (fNIRS). 
This noninvasive method uses the absorption 
wavelengths of oxy- and deoxy-haemoglobin 
to evaluate oxygen flow to the pre-frontal 
cortex of the brain.   

In order to evaluate the oxygen saturation 

in the brain 
efficiently, Ms. 
Anderson 
and her group 
have designed 
a new metric, 
the Oxygen 
Variability (OV) 
Index. Because 
the OV index 
varies among 
different 
physiological 
processes, the team can use OV index 
information derived from fNIRS measurements 
as a novel way to analyse brain development. 

Afrouz Anderson

Ms. Anderson’s first fNIRS study on 17 typically 
developing children ranging from four to eight 
years old showed that brain development 
relating to cerebral autoregulation (the process 
of maintaining cerebral blood flow) increases 
up to a peak at six years old, followed by a 
subsequent decrease. In a second pilot study, 
she compared four subjects with language 
delay to five age-matched typical controls. She 
discovered a smaller OV index in the language 
delay subjects with unilateral brain activation. In 
contrast, the typical subjects showed activation 
in both hemispheres.   

Although a penetration depth of 2.5 cm 
limits fNIRS, these experiments show the 
promise of using the OV index to monitor 
brain development and detect impairments of 
cerebral autoregulation.
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The Eleventh Annual Fellows Meeting Recap 
(continued from page 5)

THE WEAKER SEX?
By Emily Mitchell, PhD

In the third fellow talk of the morning, 
Dr. Rose Radin explained the biological 
underpinnings of conception and 
implantation of a human embryo. The 
endometrium, which lines the uterus, 
has the capacity to reject recently 
fertilized embryos if they are deemed 
unviable. The likelihood of an embryo 
being rejected has been linked to an 
inflammatory response in women, where 
a heightened inflammatory status is more 
likely to result in a rejected embryo. 

Recently, the NICHD conducted a 
randomized, placebo-controlled trial 
evaluating the effect of low-dose aspirin 
on live birth rate among women with a 
history of pregnancy loss. The research 
team found that aspirin, an anti-
inflammatory agent, is associated with 
an increased probability of a live birth 
among women with one pregnancy loss 
in the past 12 months. Unexpectedly, this 
increase was mostly due to an increase in 
male live births, while there was no effect 
on the likelihood of a female live birth. 
Investigating this phenomenon, Dr. Radin 
discovered that women taking aspirin 
were 30 percent more likely to have a 
male baby than those taking placebo.  

To better 
understand the 
potential biological 
mechanisms 
underlying this 
association, Dr. 
Radin looked into 
the relationship 
between C-reactive 
protein, a biomarker 
of inflammation, 
and sex ratio, the 
ratio of male babies 
to female babies. In the placebo group, 
women with higher inflammation were 
40 percent less likely to have a male 
baby than those with lower inflammatory 
levels. However, there was no difference 
by inflammatory status among women 
taking aspirin. 

Dr. Radin hypothesized that male 
embryos may be more vulnerable to 
higher inflammation, which previous 
studies have shown could be a factor 
in embryo rejection. Therefore, taking 
aspirin, an anti-inflammatory agent, could 
reduce the number of male embryos that 
are rejected.

Dr. Rose G. Radin
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The Eleventh Annual Fellows Meeting Recap 
(continued from page 6)

AFTERNOON FELLOW TALKS

AN ONGOING ARMS RACE
By Torie Comeaux Plowden, MD, MPH

Endogenous retroviruses (ERVs) have 
integrated into mammalian DNA and 
comprise almost one-tenth of the 
human genome. ERVs are known to 
change host gene expression and have 
been associated with human disease. In 
order to protect the genome, humans 
had to develop a defense mechanism. 
Dr. Gernot Wolf, a member of Dr. 
Todd Macfarlan’s lab since 2013, 
presented new work on this very 
interesting topic. In his presentation, 
he discussed “an ongoing arms race 
between KRAB zinc finger proteins 
and endogenous retroviruses.”

KRAB zinc finger proteins (ZFP) 
work to epigenetically repress the 
expression of ERVs in mammals. Dr. 
Wolf found that one such protein, 
ZFP809, binds to a specific sequence 
of the ERVs. When conducting 
experiments involving ZFP809 
knockout mice, he found an increase 
in ZFP809-targeted ERVs, although 
the mice had normal development. 

In another series of 
experiments, Dr. Wolf 
determined that not only 
is ZFP809 necessary to 
initiate ERV silencing, it 
also actually silences a 
few non-viral host genes 
that acquired ZFP809 
binding sites secondary 
to ERVs. Additionally, 
he characterized several 
murine KRAB-ZFPs and demonstrated 
that they only bind to specific 
ERVs. His group concluded, “ERVs 
drive evolution and diversification 
of mammalian KRAB-ZFP.” Future 
experiments are planned to further 
study KRAB-ZFPs using CRISPR
technology.

* 

Editor’s Note: To learn more about 
CRISPR technology, check out the 
article “Earning Your Stripes as a 
Scientist-in-Training” from this year’s 
April issue.

Dr. Gernot Wolf
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The Eleventh Annual Fellows Meeting Recap 
(continued from page 7)

PUTTING THE BRAKES ON INFLAMMATION
By Cathy Ramos, PhD

Dr. Alex Szatmary from the Nossal laboratory 
continued the afternoon fellow session with a peek into 
the regulation of inflammation.

Inflammation is an innate immunity response to 
cell injury, Dr. Szatmary explained. In the case of an 
endothelial inflammation (the type seen with cells lining 
the inside of blood and lymphatic vessels), circulating 
neutrophils (an abundant white blood cell) roll along 
inflamed tissue and bind the endothelium via membrane 
surface proteins that are differentially expressed. 

Dr. Szatmary focuses his work on two mechanisms: 1) 
chemotaxis used by neutrophils to detect the inflammation site and 2) the physical 
force mediated by cell surface molecules to stop the neutrophil at the right place, 
a process he terms “braking.” In particular, Dr. Szatmary studies P-Selectin proteins 
expressed on neutrophil membranes. These proteins belong to the cell adhesion 
molecule family of proteins and are crucial for the initial recruitment of neutrophils 
to the inflamed endothelium. 

Dr. Szatmary showed that P-Selectin proteins function as a monomer or a 
homodimer. The monomeric P-Selectin allows a slow brake, while the dimeric 
form triggers a stronger one. He demonstrated that the neutrophil rolling 
velocity is inversely proportional to the dimerized fraction of P-Selectin. Thus, the 
P-Selectin dimerization rate is more significant than the concentration of P-Selectin 
itself. If you have any questions, Dr. Szatmary would be delighted to meet you over 
a cup of coffee.

Dr. Alex Szatmary
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The Eleventh Annual Fellows Meeting Recap 
(continued from page 8)

A STRESSFUL START FOR YEAST
By Megan Sampley, PhD 

Dr. Shardul Kulkarni, a postdoctoral fellow in Dr. Jon Lorsch’s laboratory in 
the Section on the Mechanism and Regulation of Protein Synthesis, shared 
his recent findings regarding how environmental stress affects the ability 
of yeast to properly translate mRNA into protein. Specifically, Dr. Kulkarni 
is interested in the effects of temperature on start codon fidelity during 
translation initiation. 

In normal translation initiation, the ribosome starts translation at a 
canonical start codon, AUG, which is most often preceded by a 5’ 
untranslated region. In Dr. Kulkarni’s work, he found that hot or cold 
stresses in yeast cause a decrease in start codon fidelity and that 
alternative codons are used to start translation. In order to address 
possible regulators of this process, Dr. Kulkarni performed a screen of yeast 
kinase deletions to determine particular kinases that play a role in this process. 
He identified several candidate kinases that may play a role in elevated 
temperature stresses on translation initiation—most notably a casein kinase 2 
subunit called CKB1. 

Dr. Kulkarni also used a bioinformatics approach to establish a list of mRNA 
candidates whose translation is affected by temperature stresses. Further 
characterization of these results will add to our understanding of translation 
initiation, which will aid in understanding and potentially treating genetic diseases 
caused by point mutations in start codons.

Dr. Shardul Kulkarni
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The Eleventh Annual Fellows Meeting Recap 
(continued from page 9)

AFTERNOON CAREER KEYNOTE

HOW TO BE CAREER SAVVY
By Alex Szatmary, PhD

The formal activities for this year’s 
retreat concluded with the career 
keynote, entitled “Careers in the Life 
Sciences: Finding Your Way,” delivered 
by Dr. Toby Freedman, the founder 
and president of Synapsis Search 
and author of Career Opportunities in 
Biotechnology and Drug Development. 
Dr. Freedman energized our fatigued 
fellows with a lively and inspiring talk—
she offered gold coins (chocolate) for 
audience members who participated 
in discussions and had fellows practice 
networking conversations and shaking 
hands. During her keynote, Dr. 
Freedman offered various tips on being 
career savvy.

First impressions and 
networking
Regarding initial networking 
conversations, Dr. Freedman 
explained that novices often offer 
too much or too little information. 

She recommended being brief and 
focusing on what people want to 
hear: your subdiscipline, your model 
organism, and unique techniques 
you have mastered. To wind down 
lengthy conversations, Dr. Freedman 
jokingly suggested looking at your 
watch, and if that doesn’t work, 
saying, “I’m sorry, I have to move 
on.” She did get a chuckle from the 
audience. In all seriousness, though, 
it’s important to gauge the level of 
interest of others during conversation 
and to end conversations at an 
appropriate time.

Networking is especially important 
when one is entering a new field. 
Often researchers lack contacts in 
a field other than their own. Dr. 
Freedman recommended attending 
the new field’s professional meetings 
to make those contacts. 

Dr. Toby Freedman
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The Eleventh Annual Fellows Meeting Recap 
(continued from page 10)

Seeking and applying for a job
Calling it “the new resumé,” Dr. Freedman gave special advice on how 
to use LinkedIn when seeking a job:

» Provide as much information as possible. This makes you more 
likely to appear in searches. 

» Post your email address. It costs recruiters five dollars per 
person to contact individuals via LinkedIn, but they can reach 
those who post their email address on their profiles for free.

» Don’t link to profiles that are likely fake.
» Link to everyone you know. This makes it easier for you and 

them to make contacts on LinkedIn.

Dr. Freedman also offered a few tips regarding job applications. 
When applying for a job, especially at a large organization, indicate 
the requisition number (found in the job posting) in the cover letter 
and put an objective in the resumé to help your application get to the 
right place.

Not only did Dr. Freedman offer practical tips, she also provided 
inspiration. During her talk, she reviewed several cases in which 
individuals brought about beneficial innovations to humanity. Dr. 
Freeman talked about Elizabeth Holmes (Theranos), Anne Wojcicki 
(23andMe), and Bill Gates (Microsoft), to name a few revolutionary 
individuals. Dr. Freeman closed her talk with these words of wisdom: 
“If you truly believe in your vision, you can make a big difference.” 

You can find out more about Dr. Freedman’s recruiting services 
at www.synapsissearch.com. Information about her book, Career 
Opportunities in Biotechnology and Drug Development, is at www.
careersbiotech.com. Dr. Yvette Pittman has several copies for fellows 
to borrow.

During research for her book, Dr. 
Freedman interviewed more than 
200 people who work in over 
100 different jobs related to the 
biopharma industry. The discussion 
of research work focuses on 
microbiology and drug development, 
and is specifically limited to the 
biopharma industry, but the book 
also illustrates careers for scientists 
in law, recruiting, marketing, 
consulting, and even investment 
banking and venture capital. Career 
Opportunities in Biotechnology and 
Drug Development is thus ideal for 
anyone considering work in the drug 
development pipeline, but is still 
worth reading for fellows curious 
about nonacademic careers.
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NICHD Mentors of the Year for 2015

Every year, NICHD fellows recognize individuals whose mentoring has made a difference 
in someone’s life at the NIH. All trainee groups are encouraged to submit a nomination 
in the form of an essay-style statement. A selection committee, which includes NICHD 
postdoctoral, clinical, and postbac fellows, and a graduate student, selects one fellow and 
one investigator to receive the mentor of the year award. Winners must show exceptional 
mentoring qualities, going above and beyond what is expected of all NICHD mentors. 

Congratulations to this year’s fellow and investigator Mentor of the Year, respectively:

Dr. Chad McCormick,
nominated by postbac Rebecca Wachter

AND
Dr. Karl Pfeifer,

nominated by postdoc Dr. Kevin Francis

Check out what their nominators had to say!

Excerpts from Dr. McCormick’s nomination: “He has not only mentored me in experimental 
techniques, but has also taught me the importance of work ethic, self-motivation, and 
innovative thinking. His mentoring has given me a great deal of confidence and really 
allowed me to grow as a scientist and an independent thinker.”

Excerpts from Dr. Pfeifer’s nomination: “He has helped guide everything in my scientific 
career, from submitting job applications to writing manuscripts and grants. As I leave 
to start my own laboratory this fall, he has even agreed to continue to advise me and 
offer support as I continue to strive to become an excellent scientist and mentor myself. 
Truthfully, I would never have survived as a postdoc, much less been successful, without 
his incredible and definitive commitment. I’m grateful for his support, kindness, and 
guidance he has shown me during my training here at NIH.”
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NICHD Mentors of the Year for 2015
(continued from page 14)

Congratulations to all of the 2015 finalists:

For the fellow mentoring award, there were two finalists:
» Dr. Julian Lui, nominated by Presley Garrison, medical research scholar 
» Dr. Chad McCormick, nominated by Rebecca Wachter, postbac fellow

Dr. Karl Pfeifer (left),
nominated by postdoc Dr. Kevin Francis

Dr. Chad McCormick, nominated by
postbac Rebecca Wachter (right)

VOLUME 6 • ISSUE 62 • JULY 2015

15

For the investigator award, there were three finalists:
» Dr. Yun-Bo Shi, nominated by Dr. Liezhen Fu, staff scientist 
» Dr. Karl Pfeifer, nominated by Dr. Kevin Francis, postdoctoral fellow 
» Dr. Sergey Leikin, nominated by Shakib Omari, postdoctoral fellow, 

and Lynn Mirigian, graduate student



July Announcements

ANNOUNCING THE 2015 TMT FINALISTS: NICHD DIR 
SCIENCE COMMUNICATION AWARD

2 0 1 5

THREE MINUTE TALKSThis training and award program 
encourages our scientists at the graduate 
and postdoctoral levels to communicate in 
three minutes or less the substance of their 
research and its significance to improving 
human health. In addition to developing 
communication skills among our trainees, the 
objective of the Three-minute-Talks (TmT) 
competition is to enhance awareness of the 
institutes’ intramural research programs.

Below is the list of 2015 TmT semifinalists 
and finalists, together with the name of 
each person’s mentor. Congratulations to 
everyone!  Thank you all for being committed to the training program and 
sharing your research stories with the community.

FINALISTS:
Amanda Dettmer (Suomi)
Afrouz Anderson 
(Gandjbakhche)
Maria Bagh (Mukherjee)
Parmit Singh (Levin)
Kathryn Tabor (Burgess)

SEMIFINALISTS:
Jenna Shapiro (Stratakis)
Katie Fox (Chitnis)
Anthony Hickey (Levin)
Tanveer Ahmed (Buonanno)
Joo Yun Jun (Yanovski)
Payal Ray (Kassis)
Sandip De (Kassis)
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JOIN US FOR TMT FINALISTS COMPETITION

All members of NICHD are invited to be part of the audience, to cheer 
on our finalists as they compete with five fellows from NHGRI and five 
fellows from NIDCR!

Join us in Lipsett Auditorium on Thursday, July 16 from 1:00-2:30 
p.m., when an outside panel of judges will determine the winners from
across these ICs! This is our version of American Idol, celebrating our 
science.  See you all there.

(continued on page 17)



July Announcements
(continued from page 16)

Pediatric Endocrinology fellows (from left to right): Dr. Ovidiu Galescu (3rd year 
fellow), Dr. Miranda Broadney (2nd year fellow), Dr. Mary Scott Ramnitz (graduate), 
Dr. Andrea Estrada (graduate), and Dr. Cemre Robinson (2nd year fellow). 

CONGRATS TO PEDIATRIC ENDOCRINOLOGY GRADS, DR. 
RAMNITZ & DR. ESTRADA

On Friday, June 26, 2015, Dr. Mary Scott Ramnitz and Dr. Andrea Estrada 
received their certificates of completion at the 2015 Pediatric Endocrinology 
Fellowship Graduation. On behalf of the NICHD fellows, congratulations to 
our newest pediatric endocrinology grads!
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July Announcements
(continued from page 17)

CONGRATS TO DR. KEVIN FRANCIS ON HIS NEW 
FACULTY POSITION

(*Indicates previous winners)
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We are excited to announce that Dr. Kevin Francis has 
accepted a position with Children’s Health Research Center 
at Sanford Health in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, as Associate 
Scientist/Assistant Professor. He will continue his work using 
induced pluripotent stem cells to model rare neurological 
diseases. We wish Dr. Francis the best of luck starting up his 
new lab. Congratulations!

TWENTY-EIGHT NICHD FELLOWS NAMED FARE WINNERS FOR 2016
Announcing this year’s winners of the annual Fellows Award for Research Excellence 
(FARE) competition for 2016. Below are the award recipients along with their 
mentors. 

Congratulations to our 28 winners for their success and the honor they bring to 
the intramural program of our institute. NICHD had an excellent success rate of 33 
percent, with the highest number of awards after NCI and NIAID. A special thanks to 
all for sharing their research—more than 80 fellows submitted an abstract!

Anush Arakelyan (Margolis)
Brad Busse (Zimmerberg)
Yu Chen (Bonifacino)
Yong Cheng (Loh)*
Sarah Cohen (Lippincott-Schwartz)*
Marie Reine Haddad (Kaler)
Joo Yun Jun (Yanovski)
Byoungkwan Kim (Machner)
Pei-Chung Lee (Machner)
Shanshan Li (Zhang, DIPHR)
Uri Manor (Lippincott-Schwartz)
Sarine Markossian (Dasso)
Robert Mitchell (McBain)
Apratim Mitra (Pfeifer)
Fearghal O'Brien (Simons-Morton, 

DIPHR)

Morihiro Okada (Shi)
Amy C. Palin (Love)
Solji Park (Wolff)
Jing Pu (Bonifacino)
Cathy Ramos (Serpe)
Neelam Dabas Sen (Hinnebusch)
Giampaolo Trivellin (Stratakis)
Alex Valm (Lippincott-Schwartz)
Jyothsna Visweswaraiah (Hinnebusch)*
Maeve Wallace (Mendola, DIPHR)*
Gernot Wolf (Macfarlan)
Megan Wyeth (McBain)
Yeyi Zhu (Mendola, DIPHR)

(continued on page 19)
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DR. AMANDA DETTMER RECEIVES LEGACY AWARD
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At the American Society of Primatologists meeting on June 17-20 in 
Bend, OR, Dr. Amanda Dettmer received the Legacy Award. The 
award provides $10,000 to an early career investigator to conduct 
research and receive training outside his/her area of expertise. Dr. 
Dettmer will use this award to train with Dr. Michael Bailey at The 
Ohio State University to learn microbiology techniques in order 
to assess the diversity of gut microbiota in rhesus monkeys across 
developmental stages, and relate these indices to measures of 
chronic stress. Congratulations, Dr. Dettmer!

SAVE THE DATE! FULL-DAY COLLEGE TEACHING 
WORKSHOP, AUGUST 26

“Challenges in Teaching and Learning:  Concepts, Strategies, and Tips”
10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Wednesday, August 26, 2015

More information soon to follow. 

If you would like to register, please email Yvette Pittman at yvette.
pittman@nih.gov. There are 20 slots for NICHD fellows and 
graduate students.

mailto:yvette.pittman@nih.gov?subject=College%20Teaching%20Workshop
mailto:yvette.pittman@nih.gov?subject=College%20Teaching%20Workshop


July Events

TUESDAY, JULY 14, 9:00 AM – 1:30 PM
Summer Grant Writing Workshop
“Write Winning NIH Grant Proposals”

Please email Yvette Pittman at yvette.pittman@nih.gov if you are 
interested in participating. There may be available slots and we are glad 
to add persons to a waiting list.

THURSDAY, JULY 16, 1 – 2:30 PM
Final presentation for the 2015 TmT competition
NICHD, NHGRI, and NIDCR finalists will present their research stories
Lipsett Auditorium

We would like to invite everyone to our final TmT event, where the 
finalists from all three institutes will present their talks while competing 
for the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place. Thank you for your continued support of 
our fellows, and we look forward to seeing you there!

MONDAY, JULY 20, 11 AM
Grant Writers!: Informational Session for Prospective PRAT Applicants: 
Postdoctoral Fellowships at the NIH
Building 31, Room 2A48

The Postdoctoral Research Associate (PRAT) Program supports 
postdoctoral fellowships within the NIH Intramural Research Program.  
Applicants must be US citizens or permanent residents and have started 
your NIH postdoctoral training on or after October 2013. The deadline 
is October 2nd and more information about the program can be found 
at http://www.nigms.nih.gov/Training/Pages/PRAT.aspx

Postdoc applicants must now apply with the NIH F12 funding 
mechanism, and if you are planning to apply this year, the Office of 
Education is offering a session to discuss in detail how to prepare for the 
application submission, and more importantly, provide you with some 
valuable documents.  

If you would like to register, please email Yvette Pittman at yvette.
pittman@nih.gov.
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mailto:yvette.pittman@nih.gov?subject=PRAT%20Applicant%20Info%20Session


PhD Comics

www.phdcomics.com/archive_ journal.php?n=1801
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